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1. Warning & Safety Precautions

-Read the following points before assembling your kite

Warning:
• Kite flying can be dangerous.
• Always use extreme caution when using this product.
• Misuse of this product can cause serious injury or death.
• Only use this product if you are in good physical health.
• Never act in a careless manner when using this product (such as 

jumping in the air, or tying yourself to anything).
• You are responsible for your own safety, and the safety of others 

around you when using this product.

Important Safety Considerations:
• Your kite is not a personal floatation device. Always wear an 

approved personal floatation device when using this product near 
the water.

• Always learn to use a small two-line stunt kite (one meter or 
smaller) before attempting to use this product.

• Take lessons with a professional, qualified instructor before using 
this product.

• Never allow anyone who is not familiar with traction kiting to use 
this product without experienced assistance.

• Never use this product without a leash system. A loose kite is 
extremely dangerous to everyone down wind.

• The leash system is not a permanent attachment to this product.
• Always wear a helmet, gloves, shoes, and other protective equipment 

when using this product.
• Familiarise yourself with the safety options for this product and 

check and test them every time you use it.

Choose a Safe Location:
• Always observe local rules and regulations when using this product.
• Never use this product near buildings, structures, power lines, ski 

lifts, telephone poles, trees, bushes, roads, automobiles, or 
airports.

• Only use this product when you have at least 100meters of clear 
space downwind, and on both sides of your launching position. The 
power of the kite can pull you downwind unexpectedly and with great 
force.

• Do not fly your kite over other people or animals. Spectators should 
remain behind you when using this product.

• Never use this product on crowded beaches or fields.
• Never use this product near the water unless you know how to swim 

and are in good physical health.
• Practice, in light winds, launching and landing procedures, and self 

rescue techniques before using this product near the water.

Choose Safe Weather Conditions
• Never learn to use this product in more than 10 knots of wind.
• Never use this product in high winds.
• Never use this product in the event of thunderstorm or lightning.
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• Only use this product when you can remain in a standing position.
• Never use this product in wind conditions that are above your ability 

level.
• Never use this product near the water in offshore wind.

Use Caution with Flying Lines
• Never touch the flying lines when the kite is in use. Flying lines are 

extremely sharp while under tension and can cause serious injury or 
death.

• Never use this product with worn lines. A line that breaks while under 
tension can cause serious injury or death.

• Always check your flying lines for knots before each use. Knots 
greatly reduce the strength of the lines.

• Stay away from tangled flying lines unless the kite is secured to the 
ground. An unsecured kite can self launch unexpectedly, and can 
cause serious injury or death.

• Never allow yourself, or anyone else, to get between the control 
bar and the kite when using this product.

Safety
• Monkeykites control bars are equipped with safety systems. Carefully 

review all aspects of the instruction manual relevant to the 
control-bar as seen in the manual.

• If you already have a control-bar it’s absolutely necessary to have a 
safety system which allows you to release the kite in any conditions 
so as to depower completely. It’s important that the leash that 
connects you to the kite is able to be released in case of serious 
problems.

• Always make sure that you know how to activate and use the security 
equipment. Always check and make sure that the security functions 
work properly before using the kite.

• Always follow the instructions set forth in the kite manual, including 
the maintenance instructions.

• Wind-range figures are an indication , variables can modify them. Wind 
ranges are based on regular wind, a 75 kg intermediate rider , 25m 
lines and a fast 140 x 36 cm board . If you change these variables the 
wind range will be changed accordingly, shorter lines allow you to 
hold on in stronger wind , a larger board will push your lower wind-
range up. The riders’ ability will also influence the wind-range.

2. Release and agreements

Release of Liability, Claim Waiver and Assumption of Risk 
Agreement

By assembling this product, you are agreeing to: 

1) be bound to the terms set forth below; 
and 
2) require anyone using this product to be bound by such terms. 

If you are unwilling to be bound by these terms, return this product 
(before use) for a full refund.
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Assumption of Risk
Use of this product and any of its components involves certain 
inherent risks, dangers and hazards, which can result in serious 
personal injury and death. In using this product you freely agree to 
assume and accept any and all known and unknown risks of injury 
while using this equipment. The risks inherent in the sport can be 
greatly reduced by abiding by the Warnings and Guidelines listed in this 
User's Guide and by using common sense.

Release and Waiver of Claims Agreement
In consideration of your use of this product, you hereby agree to the 
following, to the fullest extent permitted by law:

To waive any and all claims that you have or may in the future have 
against Tetier Pty Ltd , Trading as Monkeykites.com, or any of its 
agents, distributors or retailers, resulting from use of this product 
and any of its components To Tetier Pty Ltd, Trading as 
Monkeykites.com, and / or any of its agents, distributors or retailers 
from any and all liability for any loss, damage, injury or expense that 
you or any users of this product may suffer, or that your next of kin 
may suffer, as a result of the use of this product, due to any cause 
whatsoever, including negligence or breach of contract on the part of 
Tetier Pty Ltd , Trading as Monkeykites.com, or any of its agents, 
distributors or retailers, in the design or manufacture of this 
product.

Arbitration
In further consideration of the sale to you of this product and any of 
its components, you hereby agree to submit to binding arbitration any 
and all claims, which you believe you may have against Tetier Pty Ltd, 
Trading as Monkeykites.com, or any of its agents, distributors or 
retailers, arising from the use of any of the Monkeykites.com / Tetier 
Pty Ltd. equipment. The arbitration shall be pursuant to the rules of 
the Australian Arbitration Association.

Arbitration shall be commenced within one (1) year from the date on
which any alleged claim first arose. Further, the arbitration shall be 
held in Sydney, Australia unless otherwise mutually agreed to by all 
parties. The submission to the Australian Arbitration Association shall 
be limited and the arbitration award may be enforced by any court of 
competent jurisdiction. 

Binding Effect of Agreement
In the event of your death or incapacity, this Agreement shall be 
effective and binding upon your heirs, next of kin, executors, 
administrators, assigns and representatives.

Entire Agreement
In entering into this Agreement, you are not relying upon any oral or 

written representations other than what is set forth in this 
agreement and manual.
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3.Monkeykites Griffin 2008 

Product Description
Griffin Kites come complete with kite, bridle, travel bag and repair kit. 

The manual and how to's on tuning the kite can be found online @ 
www.monkeykites.com

2008 kites come in five sizes, 7m, 9m, 12m, 15m, 18m – They are designed 
so you need no more than 2 kites in your quiver to cover any 
conditions.

Features of the Griffin 2008
- Low Stretch, High Performance, durable, laminated, hydrophobic, sand 

shedding canopy cloth.
- Strong, thick stitching – triple stitch reinforcement
- Bomb proof construction including double reinforced leading edge 

and struts
- Anti tangle detailing at strut tips
- Scuff guards on all joins along the leading edge and strut tips
- Bar is optimised for 1: 1 use to deliver direct feel to the user.
- Super Stable even in gusts
- Bridle is colour coded for easy rider orientation.
- Adjustable bridle location to allow riders to ‘tune’ kite to their 

preferred riding style.
- The pigtails on the kite are colour coded to the bridle and the flying 

lines for quick, easy and safe set up (no mistakes). 
- Kook proof line connectors.
- 2008 Griffin Graphics
- New courier style bag folds out to accommodate inflated struts.
- Rounded strut to leading edge joins minimise bladder pinch - less 

blow outs.
- New triple reinforced valves on bladders - no leaking!
- Extra long velcro tabs over valves - no leaking!
- Heavy duty Samson Amsteel Dyneema used on high wear sections of   

bridles which can be easily replaced when needed.
- High quality Ronstan hardware on bridle and bar
- Can adjust kite to turn slow, medium or fast
- online PDF downloadable manual and monkey user forum for help!

Kite Ranges
2008 Monkeykites Griffins are suitable forriders of all skill levels. Kite 

range depends heavily on a combination of factors; the rider’s skill 
level, the board size and the wind and water conditions. The table 
below is indicative only and is estimated for an intermediate rider on 
a medium sized twin tip board. 

size  65kg 75kg 85kg 100kg
7m 14 - 25 16 – 30 18 – 35 20 - 35
9m 12 – 23 14 - 28 15 – 30 16 - 32
12m 10 - 20 11 - 25 13 – 28 15 - 30
15m 8 – 18 8 - 18 10 – 20 12 - 25
18m no no 8 – 18 10 - 20
 
Table 1: Wind Range is in Knots,  kite size in metres and Rider Weight in KiloGrams
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Design & Design Philosophy
The Monkeykites Griffin range is designed, developed, tested and 
distributed by a global team of experienced designers and kiters who 
have been involved in kite design, testing and manufacture since the 
conception of the sport. We aim to design affordable, highly 
functional product to suit all rider abilities.

Quality and Sustainability
We pride ourselves in the quality of all Monkey products.  All our 
products are produced within the boundaries of the Quality standard 
ISO 9000. Our safety features are tested and approved according to 
the French EN standard for kitesurfing equipment.

As part of our quality control procedure we have introduced Monkey 
DNA  - A Unique serial number for each product to enforce Quality 
Control. These unique identifiers have proven useful in lost kite 
identification and return and also theft detection / prevention.

We design our kites to use the minimum materials and energy inputs in 
construction and also in distribution. We also design them for 
longevity and easy repair.



THE KITE

Double 
reinforced 
seams on the 
leading edge.

Strong, thick 
stitching – 
triple stitch 
reinforcement

Anti tangle 
detailing at 
strut tips

New courier 
style bag folds 
out to fit 
inflated struts

Adjustable bridle 
location to allow 
riders to ‘tune’ 
kite to their 
preferred riding 
style

triple reinforced 
valves and Extra 
long velcro tabs 
over valves - no 
leaking!

Scuff guards 
on all joins 
along the 
leading edge 
and strut tips

Monkey DNA - 
unique serial 
number for 
quality control 
and kite 
security

just a few of the features of the 
2008 monkeykites griffin

Low Stretch, 
High 
Performance, 
durable, 
laminated, 
hydrophobic, 
sand shedding 
canopy cloth



THE BRIDLE

Kite
size  A  B  C  D  E  F1 F2 G1  G2  H
 5  598  616  728  247  496 1062 1112  1446 1368 1225 
 7  730  670  845  308  630 1133 1345  1716 1646 1471 
 9  760  837  942  318  670 1395 1441 1881 1798 1618
 12  828  950  1129  348  753 1658 1674 2205 2069  1884
 14  950  1046  1176  396  836 1743 1799 2358 2207 2011
 15  919  1054  1246  384  830 1834 1849 2441 2297 2082
 18  1067  1176  1324  446  941 1960 2023 2644 2527 2272 

In This diagram  section measurements ( in mm)  are 
taken from the leading edge to the end of the line. 
It may, as a result, include the pigtails.

Our bridles are made ULTRA LOW stRetcH line and have easily 
replaceable lengths where pulleys may wear them out. 

Bridle attachment points 
are colour coded to bar 
and pig tails for easy 
rider orientation & also 
have kook-proof one way 
only set up

LINES 'F' and 'G' are easily 
replaceable when worn 
from extended use



Kook Proof Setup
So .. how do you know you have set up the kite the right way? ... we try to 
give you a hand by using colour coded lines and one way connections so 
you just can't get it wrong. If you are not using a monkeybar with your 
monkeygriffin then you may need to carefully review your set up to make 
sure it is correct and safe. Always check it is correct before launching.

1. unroll the 
kite. Secure 
with sand on 
wing tip

2. Inflate 
the struts 
First to 6-7 
psi.

3. Then, 
holding by the 
bridle, inflate 
leading Edge. 

4.Flip kite, face 
into the wind, & 
secure with 
sand at centre

attaching bar and lines

place  kite with 
leading edge down 
and facing into the 
wind. secure.

walk into the wind 
30 or so paces, 
unwinding your lines 
from your bar as you 
walk. 
place bar right way 
up on the ground and 
walk the lines out 
back to the kite so 
they look like this

lay kite over lines 
and attach 
corresponding lines 
as shown in this 
diagram. steering 
lines  to the red and 
green, & centre lines 
to the black

you can only join the 
lines one way as we 
use kook proof, 
colour coded lines.

inflating the kite



THE BAR
Bars and lines
All 2008 Monkeykites.com 
Griffins are designed to fly 
on 53 cm bars with 25m lines 
as a default. Some people 
prefer to fly smaller kites 
on smaller bars and larger 
kites on larger bars.

Bars come in small 45cm, 
medium 53cm or large 60cm
they include the chicken loop 
and depower system.
 We would suggest if you wish 
to vary the bar size that the 7 
and 9m fly on the 45cm bar, 
the 12,15 fly on 53cm bar and 
the 18 fly on the 60cm bar.

The Griffin Bar comes with 
either a pin release or a 
velcro release designed and 
tested to comply to the 
French Standard. Only the 
Velcro system will be 
available in France. They can 
be used with or without a 
swivel system - which we 
recommend for optimal 
performance.

Flying lines come standard at 
25m or you can purchase 20m 
lines with 5m extensions.

Pin Release System

Velcro Release System

pull down 
on handle 
to release

pull down 
on handle 
to release

removable 
donkey dick



THE BAR

safety leash can be 
attached to 'oh shit!' 
handles, or the ring 
on the centre line

kook-proof colour 
coded leader lines 

and sheaves
Thick and strong for 

longer life

'oh shit!' handles 
for when all 
else fails ...

WIde angled ferrule 
for longer line life 

and less  bar 
friction

choice of pin release 
or velcro release 

(compliant to french 
standard)

removable monkey 
stick

very short 
below the 
bar system 
is great for 
riders with 

shorter  
arms (chicks 

& youths)

floaters for 
easy bar 
retrieval

soft bar ends 
cushion hands 
from handle-
pass impact 

original 'clam cleats' for maximum 
performance  in icy or tropical 

conditions

perfect bar pressure 
delivers feel and 
responsiveness

high quality 
ronstan ball 
bearing swivel

adjustable 2 part 
stopper ball 

system



tuning your griffin
every kiter we meet is an expert on kite design ... for them ! Basically 
you all like a different feel. In order to allow you to optimise your 
kite to ride just how you like it we've developed a number of tuning 
possibilities at the KIte, The bar and in the bridle

TUNING AT THE KITE

FINE TUNING the Speed

1 Fastest turning
2 Normal Turning - 

Recommended 
setting

3 Slower turning

adjust to your 
prederence as a rider

A.Recommended -Best 
all round wind range, 
de-power, power on 

demand, best bar on / 
off felling, Good top 

end. responsive, 
Ideal for Surf style.

B. Good for 
freestyle and wave 
mix. Not as much de-

power as C.
c. Grunty constant 

pull, very little 
depower, less bar 

pressure.

we recommend the default settings on the kite.  
However you may prefer a different feel or 
performance. This can be achieved by tuning the 
kite as above. whenever you tune your kite it 
will need to be tested to make sure you can 
anticipate how it will react in full use

experiment with the different settings to 
determine what suits your riding style and the 
conditions you are riding in

do these experiments in good strable weather 
and keep a log book so you can make fair 
comparisions of different combinations

your kite will come set on the default setings

FINE TUNING THE feel
FAST: Lighter bar 

pressure, more bar 
travel, faster turning, 
less pull for turning

default: 
recommended
Slow: More bar 

pressure, less bar 
travel,slower 

turning, more pull 
needed for turning 



Caring for your griffin
If you look after your gear it will last longer so take the time to dust 
off all the sand and dirt and dry off your gear before packing it or 
storing it. 
Never leavve your gear in the car, exposed to the sun, or wet.

packing up the kite

1. deflate then 
remove tool

2. lie flat and 
dust off 

3. roll from 
tips to centre

4. fold and put 
in your bag

packing up the bar

1. depower 
fully

2. bring lines 
togeter and 
wrap around 
handles in a 
figure 8

3. leave about 
40cm to wind 
around bar

4. wind then 
secure with end 
elastic

fixing worn bridles sections

1. Measure 
fixing  line to 
ensure match 
with other side

2. Thread line 
through pulley 
and tie a knot 
at each end

3. on each side 
of pulley loop 
and tighten the 
larksheads

4. test before 
riding that the 
line holds & is 
the right size

Replace any lines or pulleys as 
soon as they show any wear



relaunching
If you have 
not flown 
this style of 
kite before or 
If you do not 
know how to 
launch or 
land your kite 
PLEASE make 
sure you take 
lessons with 
a qualified 
instructor 
before using 
this product. 

These 
relaunching 
instructions 
describe how 
to launch a 
kite landed 
Leading edge 
down either in 
the water or 
on snow.

It is a good 
idea to 
practice this 
in safe or 
controlled 
conditions so 
you know how 
to do it when 
the need 
arises.

If your kite is lying with 
the leading edge down 
then you can relaunch it 
using these directions

Step 1:
 de-power by pushing 
your bar towards the 
kite

Step 3:
When ready to launch 
power up the kite by 
pulling the bar 
towards you

Step 2: 
Decide which direction 
you want to launch the 
kite, then either turn 
the bar hard on that 
side, or pull the 
steering line attached 
to the end of the bar on 
that side towards you 

Step 4:
The kite will begin to 
lift on the side you 
pull.



To ensure you get the most out of your kite we suggest the following:

1. On first inflation slowly inflate the kite, struts first and then the 
leading edge, to make sure none of the bladders have moved or 
twisted in shipment.

2.Never put a wet kite away - dry it out, if not at the beach, then at home 
before storing.

3.Brush off any sand, dirt or other material stuck to the kite.
4. Do not bundle your bar up with the kite. Make sure you detach the 

lines and bar and pack separately to the kite.
5. Do Not leave exposed in the sun.
6. Do not leave deflation tools in valves.
7. Get lessons and don't let anyone else use your gear.
8. Check kite before each session. Fix / replace any worn or damaged 

parts such as pulleys, lines, canopy, bladders etc.

KITE CARE

Monkeykites offer a 6 month warranty against all materials and 
workmanship in our products.
all warranty claims are to be made through your vendor. 
Monkeykites reserves the right to repair, replace, refuse or refund on 
any warranty claim.
Warranty claims will not be considered unless proof of purchase is 
tendered.
Please register your monkeykite at www.monkeykites.com with it's 
unique Monkey dna serial number which may be found on the wing tip.

warranty

Want to stand out from the rest of the punters? Think you can do a 
better job than our graphic artist? Why not design your own kite graphic 
and get it made by us.

PERSONALISE your griffin

In the pocket of your bag is a repair kit for small punctures. if you do 
not want to repair your own bladders, your local shop can do it for 
you. sometimes you may need to replace bladders. Monkeykites can 
supply replacement bladders for you. ask your dealer if they have any in 
stock or if they can order them in for you.

repairing bladders


